Auditory P300 latency prolongation with age in schizophrenia: gender and subcomponent effects.
Previous studies showing prolongation of auditory P300b latency with increasing age provided support for post-onset progressive change in schizophrenia. We sought to extend the findings by evaluating the effects of gender and the subcomponents (P3b versus P3a) in schizophrenia (N=108) and controls (N=70). P3b latency significantly correlated with age in schizophrenia (Spearman's rho=0.214, P=0.026) and in male patients with schizophrenia (rho=0.260, P=0.049) whereas, it did not reach significance in female patients with schizophrenia (rho=0.174, P=0.23). P3a latency showed no correlation. Our findings may provide evidence for progressive change in the brain function in schizophrenia, and this change may be slower in female than male patients. P3b may serve as a more sensitive index for cognitive decline than P3a.